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Celebrating 102 Years of Methodist Men

- On a clear moonless night far away
from the light pollution of land, a sailor leans over a rail of a lonely ship out in a vast
sea and he sees an endless array of stars stringing across from one end of the horizon to
the next in all directions. That sailor, or any sailor, would have extreme difficulty not
feeling the joy of being closely connected to God and this universe He has created.

A teacher of the law once asked Jesus, “Of all of the commandments, which is the most
important?”

Have no other gods before God? Make no idols in the form of anything in heaven or on
earth? Don’t misuse the name of the Lord your God? “I, the Lord your God, am a
jealous God, ... showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep
my commands.” Keep holy the seventh day to the Lord? Exodus 20: 1-4

Jesus sums this up with “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.” Mark 12: 30

Honor your father and mother? Do not murder, steal, do not commit adultery, do not
bear false witness against your neighbor, and do not covet your neighbor’s wife or
property? Exodus 20: 5-17

With this, Jesus says, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Mark 12:31

In the book by David Morrow “Why Men Hate Going to Church”, masculine men tend
to be repelled by the idea of loving another man even if that man is Jesus, the Son or
God, the Father. Yet with all God has done in creating this vast universe, He desired to



have someone “in His image” with the mind, soul, and strength to enjoy His masterpiece,
to share in His vast unbounded glory, and to praise Him.  For this purpose, He created
us to look around and back at all He has done and to feel His presence and His love for
us. The only things that can separate us from His presence and this love are the
darkness we bring upon ourselves with our sins and unwillingness to love Him back with
all of our hearts, souls, and might. Once we understand that God so loved the world that
He sent His one and only Son to save this world and not condemn it, we who believe in
the name of Jesus Christ are not condemned and shall have eternal life. [John 3:16-18]
Knowing this should be enough for us to love the Lord our God with all our heart, our
soul and our strength.  What happens next? We then can love ourselves whom He
created. And we then can love our neighbors as ourselves. How can we really love our
neighbors if we don’t love ourselves?

A youth group once shared the meaning of JOY in much simpler terms. Jesus. Others.
You. All three together make JOY. How often do we find ourselves sacrificing
ourselves in bringing joy to our church, our neighbors, and the world in times of need and
not honoring our own needs for joy?

Jesus then says, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Mark 12:31

And the teacher of the law [now the student] said “Well said, Teacher. You have
spoken the truth, for there is one God and there is no other but He. To love Him with all
your heart and with all your strength and to love your neighbor as yourself is more
important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” Mark 12: 32-33

Jesus concluded his teaching this teacher of the law with: “You are not far from the
kingdom of God.””> Mark 12: 34

From the Gulf Central District

Gulf Central District Training Events for 2010

United Methodist Men training course held at First UMC Bradenton, Heritage
UMC, and First UMC Spring Hill:

Many of our men's ministries, once prosperous and vigorous and alive with men and boys
of all ages are hearing the call to make disciples, to engage the younger men, and to walk
daily with the Lord. However, some of these men's ministries are being shipwrecked by
the storms of busy lives, broken families, worldly woes, and, simply floundering without
a clear view of the horizon, without a crack crew and an admiral, and without a reminder
of what our role and purpose as men are in today's high tech world. Getting back to
basics is the purpose of this course.  Nineteen men representing the ministries of men at
17 churches in the Gulf Central District came to this course, the first year for the United
Methodist Men of our District.  Much was shared among those who attended — from
the great work some of their men’s ministry are doing to the stuck-on-the-sandbar status
of other men’s ministry at some of these churches.



Each left with a prayer and a mission to assess their church’s intentions about engaging
their men in fellowship, prayer, scripture, outreach, service, discipling, disaster planning,
and support of the UMM, Some expressed an interest in more of this kind of training
and sharing of ideas for improving the quality of their church’s men’s ministries.

From the Florida Conference UMMen

2010 Couples’ Retreat at Leesburg - “In Jesus’ Name”
Don Taylor — “Under the Shadow of the Almighty” (March 12-14)

Ed Diaz — “A Jewish Love Story” (March 12-14)

John Riley — “Are there many doors to the Hall Way of Heaven, or Just One?”(March 12-14)

Gretchen & Reg Dunneman — from the previous year’s Women’s Retreats at
Leesburg; piano, classical singer, Southern Gospel music (March 12- 14)

Harold Lewis — “Will Jesus turn your water into wine when the wine runs out of your
marriage?” (March 19-21)

Charley Reeb — “The Prayer Life of Jesus” (March 19-21)
Debbie Nelson — “Shall We Dance” (March 19-21)

Lenee Shroeder — Piano, song leader, singer (March 19-21)

® [or Retreat Reservations and Information, Contact the United Methodist Men - Florida
Conference : Don Heishman P. O. Box 93370 Lakeland, FL 33804-3370 Telephone:
863-815-3692 Toll Free: 877-815-3692

From the North - (Hudson and northward) - Area VP Steve Wisenbaker, First UMC
Brooksville 352-799-8226 wisenbakerl122@aol.com

From Faith United Methodist Church of Hudson — Earl Million

Ya don’t wanta miss this event. With all this cold we are having, doesn’t a plate of hot
pork BBQ sound pretty tasty about now? The men at Faith UMC in Hudson will be
hosting its annual community Pork BBQ fundraising event on Saturday, March 27
starting at 1 pm and ending when they run out of food, which should be sometime
between 4 and 5 pm. There will be live country and gospel singing and some guitar
pickin’ to add to the flavor of slow-cooked pork barbecue and all the fixin’s.

Tickets can be obtained with a $6 donation for each by calling the church office at 727-
856-5000 and punching the 1 key for the church secretary.



From First United Methodist Church of Spring Hill — Bill Clark

MEN’S MINISTRY SUNDAY - Celebrating Men in Ministry April 25, 2010. Worship
Services at 8:00 am and 10:15 am. This Sunday recognizes the role of men in the church
and celebrates their participation in mission and ministry. Guest speaker will be Derek
Maul, speaker, op-ed columnist and author of the book, “Get Real-A Spiritual Journey
for Men.”

From First UMC Brooksville — Steve Wisenbaker

Here come the Iron Men of Brooksville. With the arrival of their new Pastor Jeffrey Ice
at First UMC Brooksville, men, young and old, are on fire for Jesus Christ as they are
now meeting every Monday night for men’s Bible studies with the fourth Monday night
set aside for UMM business and church project planning. With Pastor Ice’s enthusiastic
presence at their gatherings, taking notes, and offering suggestions, the attendances at the
fourth Monday meetings, having stagnated around 10-11 men for so many years is now
up to over 30 men.  These guys are contemplating calling themselves the “Iron Men of
Brooksville”. With the help of the Bible and this newfound Spirit, they are getting
ready to calibrate their moral compasses by tackling tough issues men, young and old,
face in our world today.

From the North Central = (Port Richey southward to Palm Harbor, east of US 19) -
Area VP Jim Feierbacher East Lake UMC 727-786-8093 feierbacher@mindspring.com

From East Lake UMC — Jim Feierebacher

On Saturday, February 13, East Lake UMC held its annual Valentine’s Day Breakfast.
The Sweetheart Breakfast started at 8:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall with attendance at
112 members and sweethearts. The men and their wives and girl friends were treated by
fourteen members of the East Lake High School choir which sang for them many songs
and hymns.

Judge Joe Donahey, UMM president, asked its UMM Treasurer, Roy Funkhouser, to
present a check for $300 to the choir for their forthcoming trip to Carnegie Hall in New
York. Then Joe decided to pass a hat around the room for an additional love offering
which raised another $500 for this cause.

Submitted by Jim Feierbacher, UMM Secretary
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From the Central Area - Area VP (Palm Harbor west of US 19 southward to
Clearwater and Safety Harbor) - OPEN — Area coordinator needed

From Palm Harbor UMC - Greg Alvord

At Palm Harbor’s UMMens Fellowship meeting in February, Dewey Williams from the
Clearwater Police spoke on Human Trafficking.  The men will also be conducting their
quarterly Adopt-a-Mile clean up in February.

Eight men at Palm Harbor UMC were commissioned as Stephen Ministers on February
14 at PHUMC Church Services.

Palm Harbor’s all male Southern gospel singing group, The Harbortones, and the gospel
quartet, Redeemed, are getting ready to the Venice Gondeliers Barbershop Chorus and
Chapter Quartets for a concert at the Church of the Nazarene in Venice March 20"

Both the Harbortones and Redeemed are part of the Worship and Arts Ministry of Palm
Harbor United Methodist Church, under the leadership of Mark Deen.  They will be
singing at their own combined Gospel Barbershop Concert at Palm Harbor UMC on
March 27th.  Tickets for this will be on sale at PHUMC office - 727-785-7487.

From Friendship UMM - Doug Mitchell, Secretary

Friendship UMC will be holding a big block party this year. It will be called “Celebrate
Jesus.” It's basically Friendship’s outreach to the neighborhood.  People from the
church will be going door to door inviting everyone to this block party. Along with the



entire church, Friendship’s UMMen will be a big part of this a big event. Their biggest
involvement is follow-up. The UMMen will be offering a lending hand to anyone in the
neighborhood who is not capable of certain tasks, such as giving rides, mowing lawn,
computer help, “anything that we have capable men to help with.”

The Friendship UMM also has some bad news. “In the last six months, three of our most
involved men have lost their wives. Chip Relyea's wife Sandy, Bob Bigger's wife Matrj,
and our President Bob Hogan lost his wife Audrey last week. Please keep these Brothers
in your prayers.” --- God Bless, Doug Mitchell

From Heritage UMC - Larry Fredericks

Heritage UMC in Clearwater has three pretty active men's groups. One of them is on
Monday night, and the other two are early mornings, one at a local restaurant. Prayer is
the biggest part of these groups. “We are currently starting another group on Thursday
nights, for the younger men. One thing I noticed is that a lot of the programs are
very aged. There are a couple guys in their eighties. The younger guys love their
stories and they are a huge inspiration. The point about the younger men listening to the
older guys is great. That is what makes the Monday night group at Heritage. Itis
2010 and we need to really look at that part of it. | don’t think we need gimmicks, just
sound Bible, and prayer. Men need a safe zone. When they learn they have this safe
zone, they will continue to come.

“Men getting together has to be exciting. The leader needs to have passion for what he
is doing. 1 think the retreats are great, but they need to be simple, and easy to attend.
Here is a little story that might be a good kick-off for a new group. | have used it before,
and you can really see some wheels turning:

“The Eyebrow story: | was out working in the yard last summer, and sweating very
badly. Sweat was rolling down my face and really bothering me. Then | realized it
wasn’t going into my eyes. | sat down and thought about how amazing God is in the way
he made me. He thought of every last detail. He gave me eyebrows to send the sweat
around my eyes. | realized how important I am to Him. He thought of everything.

He even gave me a breath that can warm my hands, and cool my soup without me even
thinking about it.”

I know this isn’t the best story, but things like this are interesting for men to look at, in
their own lives. If I can be of any help to you let me know. I will work as hard as
possible to help in any way | can. ........ Larry Fredericks



From Skycrest UMC - Dick Parvin
NEW CHRISTIAN BOOK FROM SKYCREST UMM TALK

At one of the Skycrest UMM supper meetings last year, Dick Parvin told of his
experiences in tangibly answered prayers which followed a spiritual experience he had
years earlier. Prior to this experience he “hoped” his prayers would help, but had no
tangible evidence. His material came from a spiritual diary he has been keeping for 25
years. Feeling that he had much more than 20 minutes worth of notes, he decided to
expand the subject into a book, “A Search for Patterns in Answered Prayers” which has
just been published.

Dick’s new book is available by calling 727-447-6304 with a 10% discount to Four
Winds readers.

Central Area Coordinator wanted -
The Gulf Central District is searching for one or two men to serve as area coordinator to engage
with the churches in Clearwater, Dunedin, Safety Harbor and west Palm Harbor area.

Please contact Chet Klinger to learn more about this opportunity.

From the West Central Area - st Petersburg, Pinellas Park, Seminole, Largo
west of 49" St and Gulfport to Pinellas Park — Area VP - Lou Amandola — First UMC Gulfport 727-
374-4524 lamandola@tampabay.rr.com

From Anona UMMen at Anona UM Church, Largo — lan Lennox, Pastor Jack
Stephenson

The Good News Jail and Prison Ministry annual banquet will be held on Tuesday, April
13 from 6:30 pm -8:30 pm. at Anona UMC. All mentors will be the guests of Anona's
United Methodist Men. The Fresh Start program will be featured. Anona’s UM Women
and UM Men will be helping to be servers at this banquet.

Fresh Start Program (Open to all churches) — Twenty-three probationers have entered
the Fresh Start program since its inception in September 2009. Of these 15 continue in
the program with one awaiting placement with a mentor. Seven have been dropped from
the program for various reasons. There are 26 trained mentors of which eight are
women. On the 26, fifteen have probationers.

Our judges and the Pinellas County Probation Board are looking for more mentors to help
mentor a growing number of probationers who are looking to make a fresh start outside
of the prison system. The coaching of people on probation in Pinellas county by trained
volunteers from our churches is growing and needs more people to take the one day
training and be assigned a person to coach for six months. Additional probationers are
being recruited February 22. We will be training a new class on February 22 at the
Anona United Methodist Church — Room 110. A general mentor session will be held
Saturday, March 27, where the assignments to the small coaching groups will be
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announced. Contact lan Lennox at ilennox@verizon.net for more information. —
Pastor Jack Stephenson

Men’s Monday Night Bible Study - Currently, 22 men are enrolled in the Tony Dungy
Bible study Monday evenings. The fellows agreed to participate in the next Bible study -

ADAM HAMILTON

"24 Hours That Changed the World" Bible study.

Another small group men’s Bible study meets in individual homes the third Tuesday of
each month. These men are studying the book of Job.

From the East Central area - st Petersburg, Pinellas Park, Largo - East of 49™
St - Area VP Gene Winland, Riviera UMC St Pete 727- 526-6592 gmwinland@aol.com

At Riviera UMC we celebrated Scout Sunday recognizing both the Boy Scouts and
Girl Scouts on Feb 14 - Happy Valentine's Day and Happy Birthday to the Scouting
Ministry of our church.

At Riviera UMC we not only celebrated Happy Birthday to Scouts but we recognized
the selection of our Cubmaster, Tim Bulu, Pack 261, as the outstanding Cubmaster of the
Year 2009 for Skyway District of the local West Central Florida Council. We are
extremely proud of our Cub Scout Pack 261 established in 1993, our Boy Scout Troop
261 established in 1997, and two girl scout troops, Group 352 (Juniors, Careless, Seniors
and Ambassadors) established in 1999 and Group 1204 (Brownies and Juniors)
established in 2004.  Our church also recognized our Scoutmaster Todd Kennedy with a
Cross and Flame United Methodist Church religious award for outstanding service he
started in 1999.

Article submitted by Gene Winland, RUMC local church scouting ministry coordinator,
Gulf Central District UMM VP, Florida Conference and Southeastern Jurisdiction
Scouting Ministry Coordinator, Florida Conference UMM First VP and National
Association of United Methodist Scouters, Secretary.
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From the South Area (Bradenton and surrounding areas) — OPEN - Area VP needed

Braden River UMC - Bradenton, FL - Jose (Joe) Morales

"We call our men's group 'The Braden River United Methodist Brothers Team."  Itis
fully committed to support all aspects of our church vision and mission. We decided
on the 'brothers team' name to portray - by its title - that we are 'brothers in Christ'

and work as team to serve Him.

Below are some of the missions, ministries and activities supported by our team of
brothers during a typical year:

- At least a team member is an active participant in most of the church council
committees; i.e Trustees, Staff Parish Relations, Mission, Finance, Lay Leadership,
Worship, etc., thus being heavily involved in the planning, coordination and execution of
God's work through our church.

- Actively support the following mission initiatives: School backpacks for low
income elementary school students; food and other support for migrant children (Rice &
Beans ministry); Christmas gifts for low income children (Angel Tree); support to
a Christian missionary whose ministry is located in the city of Berlin, Germany; local
food pantry, and support to some of the conference sponsored missions.

- Support to Cub and Boys Scouts members that meet at our church.

- Home/hospital visits to church members and friends in need.

- Active participation during Sunday worship services such as usher, hospitality,
greeters, choir, etc.

- Plan, coordinate and assist in the execution of activities such as Annual
Pumpkin Patch; Pastor, Staff and Volunteers Appreciation Sunday; Wednesday Evening
Dinners; Sunday School and Bible Classes; Music Program; and Sound and Power Point
Audio-Visual Aids.

- Assist as needed, to include assistance with the funding, of the Annual
Christmas Drive Through that simulates the city of Bethlehem at the time of Jesus birth. ™

The above gives you an idea of what a small group can and will do to carry-on our Lord's
work, when everyone in it thinks and act like a T-E-A-M, implying to all members that
Together, Each Accomplish More! In Christ, // Joe

South Area Coordinator wanted -

The Gulf Central District is searching for one or two men to serve as area coordinator to engage
with the churches in the Bradenton, Palmetto, Parrish, and Ellenton areas on behalf of the Gulf
Central District UMMen and Florida Conference UMMen.

Please contact Chet Klinger to learn more about this opportunity.



More From the Gulf Central District

For 2010, the GCDUMMen is still evaluating the results of the 2009 surveys of men’s ministries
throughout the district.

The survey format has been converted into a church self-assessment workbook with 8 easy-to-

usechecks heets a church can use to assess the level of t
in prayer, scripture, service, outreach, fellowship, discipling, disaster planning and UMM support.

This workbook of 8 survey sheets was distributed to attendees at the Gulf Central District training

in February. A church can designate a staff member, a lay leader, a man passionate in all the

ministries of the church, or t he orliteUaitteMethadist a men’ s Bi
Men Board to review and compl et Eyourthsrchaveuld likma n’ s mi ni st
copy of this self-evaluation workbook of 8 worksheets, please contact Chet Klinger at

cklingerl@tampabay.rr.com or call 727-643-1935 to have a copy sent via fax, e-mail or postal

delivery.

Once a church completes these worksheets, the worksheets can be used for goal-setting and for
planning future programs and activities designed to intentionally engage men — to grow in their
faith and experience as being Christian men.  The results of this study can also be used to seek
out and honor men in the church who are leaders and/or long time active participants in any of
the ministries listed in the survey. A number of our churches already routinely hold annual
banquets honorin g men i n s er vi internataad ottteach noidsions.c h ' s

Thirdly, completing this workbook and sending it back to the Gulf Central District UMMen will
result in us looking over the areas a church has deemed strong in and/or need help in with
respect to intentionally engaging the men and help us to recognize those churches that will be
noted as STAR churches (5 points) and those churches that will be honored as COMPASS ROSE
churches (8 points).

From this point onward, the Gulf Central District UMMen will commit itself to help churches
striving to become 5-point STARs and those striving to become 8-point COMPASS ROSE
churches under t écegniibhsdtemi ct UMM s r

Does the District UMM need to wait until 2011 to start recognizing churches achieving these
levels? Not really. Throughout 2010, we can be helping these churches get to the level to which
they are striving and, when that happens, we will lift them up in our newsletter and go to their
churches to do the honors.

What will be the end results of all this? What is our destination?

1) Seeing shipwrecked and | andlocked men’'s fell owshi
young and old, and set out to the perilous seas with Jesus Christ on board and showing
us the Way;

2) Seeing men of all ages becoming more engaged in prayer and Scripture learning —
opening themselves up to the allow the Holy Spirit take hold of their lives.

3) Getting men involved in the lives of others, young and old, setting examples for others to
come to know them and their church, serving the needs of their community and the
world.

4) Seeing men develop mentoring and discipling skills through training — skills needed to be
ready to answer questions about their faith, ready to help lead other men to want to
come to church, ready to bear fruit on their branch of the Vine.

5) Enabling men to help and protect the church in times of crisis so the church can do its
work when a crisis comes to our area.

6) Having the church enjoy the benefits that come from supporting the UMM and helping the
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UMM fulfill its missions in Florida and throughout the nation and globe in bringing men to
Christ and growing our church.

From Nashville - the General Commission of UMMen

Gilbert C. Hanke, the new general secretary General Commission on UM Men-

“I am so honored to have this opportunity to serve God and to serve the men and their
families of the UMC. Our ministry for, to and through men is vital to its participants and
to this great church.

“As you know, men’s ministry is the hardest task facing the church today. As a group,
regardless of age, we are stubborn, isolated and lack close relationships that hold us
accountable to our spiritual growth. But, | see that our Wesleyan heritage prepares us for
the tasks ahead.

From Larry Coppock, national director, Scouting Ministries and director, Strength
for Service Publication Fund, General Commission on UM Men,
LCoppock@gcumm.org

“ Some of you may know that Gil Hanke, new general secretary, has taken 20 mission
trips to Haiti where he has conducted hearing tests for children and youth at several
schools for the deaf in Haiti. Additionally, he has told the Texas Conference that he
would like to be included in the first conference team that will be part of the
reconstruction effort in that nation.

“Gil hopes all the team members of that group will be able to pack copies of Strength for
Service for their devotional reading during the mornings or evenings, and hopes that his
team is no different from scores of others.

“It is our hope and prayer that you will consider either leading your own church
campaign or facilitating some appropriate level of participation.”

From the Florida Conference UMMen

From Rodney Akers, President - The most urgent item that | want to share with you
is that we need to immediately encourage couples to attend the Couples Retreats in
March 2010. We need couples especially for the 2nd retreat of March 19-21 with
Charlie Reeb, Debbie Nelson and Harold Lewis.

| would like to encourage all current and new start up fellowships to make extra efforts
to involve the younger men of the church. Consider having a 2nd group of younger men
meeting at a different time and involved in different activities all under the umbrella of

United Methodist Men.
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The president of FUMC Brandon, Steve Mitchell, can be a resource person involving
multiple groups meeting under the UMM covering. Steve can be reached at
smitchell1108@aol.com.

Remember --- Keep Jesus the center of our fellowships.

From Gene Winland — First Vice President - Scout Sunday - “Most of our United
Methodist churches celebrate Boy Scout Sunday on the second Sunday of February as
normally the first Sunday we celebrate Communion. The Boy Scout birthday of 100 years
occurred on February 8 as Congress incorporated the Boy Scout program on February 8,
1910. Girl Scouts of America were established Mar 12, 1912, by Juliette Gordon Low in
Savannah, GA, and incorporated by Congress in 1950.

“If your church does not have a Boy Scout or Girl Scout program of evangelism and
outreach please contact Mark Dodge, Gulf Central District Scouting Ministry
Coordinator, at dodgmrk@aol.com Or call 784-1345.”

Your Gulf Central District Men's Ministry Board -

Treasurer — Bill Elliott, St Paul UMC Largo 727-586-1159 MethodistMen@msn.com
Secretary - Herb James, Anona UMC 727-536-6698 hljames@aol.com

President - Chet Klinger, Anona UMC 727-596-1483 cell: 727-643-1935
cklingerl@tampabay.rr.com

Area Vice-Presidents — see Areas above

District Lay Leader — Walter Dry, Spring Hill 352-684-7740 drysr@bellsouth.net
District Superintendent — Rev. John Powers 727-796-9160

District Scouting Ministry Coordinator - Mark Dodge 727- 784-1345
dodgmrk@aol.com

Job openings with the District UMMen —

Area coordinators - coordinate with men’s ministries in an area covering 8 — 12 churches
Newsletter support — help with editing, publishing and distributing

Database maintenance — updating, analyzing and distributing updated lists and surveys
and survey results to area coordinators

Annual gathering planning and support — scheduling and organizing agenda, speakers,
and music

Missions support — promote opportunities for supporting district/conference/global
missions

Training coordinator — schedule and organize training with churches and trainers

GET YOUR MEN’S MINISTRY MESSAGE IN THE March 2010 issue of FROM THE FOUR
WINDS - E-mail cklingerl@tampabay.rr.com or call 727-596-1483.
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