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Praying for the people in Chile.

UMCOR - UMCOR Responds to Earthquake in Chile

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is responding to the needs of people
affected by the 8.8 magnitude earthquake that struck Chile early on February 27. Financial
support can be made to Chile Emergency Advance #3021178

UMCOR has begun implementation of a five-year work plan that contemplates three phases of assistance to
Haiti: emergency, recovery and rehabilitation.

Abandon ship!  Mutiny!
Bail out! Escape!
AWOL! Abdicate!
Vacate! Retreat!
Exile!

Such words conjure up a passion to
flee, to get way from, to distance oneself or a group from the situation at hand.  Perhaps
the danger of being on a sinking ship.  Or a fear for one’s life in the face of a crisis, such
as a hurricane, earthquake, fire, or a flood. Or to take matters into one’s own hands
when faced with repression or loss of freedoms or insurmountable disciplines.

During the twenty-four hours that changed the world, (and we aren’t talking about the 1
hr and 24 minutes that changed the world on September 11, 2001), the men who
followed Jesus to His arrest, trials, and crucifixion faced a whole variety of emotions
when they saw the Kingdom He promised them come apart right before their very eyes.
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Such hopes and such expectations of seeing their new “king” sitting on a throne in
Jerusalem, chasing out the Romans, cleaning up the corrupt Pharisees, and bringing
peace on earth were so high at that Thursday night Passover feast, that when all fell apart
starting with Judas leaving the upper room and the appearance of the Sanhedrin guards in
Gethsemane, is it any wonder that any man, having left his family and his livelihood, to
follow this “arrested outlaw” could ever return home again, or be ready to get busted and
sent off to the cross, or not want to raise up arms and start a riot?  Instead, the men
who followed Jesus that night to the garden, Peter, James, and John, well fed with wine
and a meal, fell asleep on their watch. [Mark 14:37-38] When Jesus was being arrested,
only one pulled a sword to protect his leader. [Mark 14: 47]. In the end that one went
and hid in the shadows of the streets [“...and the servant girl of the high priest saw him
again, and began to say to those who stood by, ‘This is one of them.’” Mark 14:69] and
Simon Peter denied he was ever involved with this Jesus of Nazareth. They hid behind
closed doors “for fear of the Jews”. [John 20:19]. By the time it was all over, it took
some powerful reappearances for Jesus to convince them that death is not the end of their
life and their abandonment of Him during those darkest hours did not cut them off from
His love, mercy and forgiveness. In fact, He convinced them that it was to the glory
of God in Heaven and the salvation of all of us who believe in Him that what happened
that night and the days to follow had to happen to undo all the iniquities the descendents
of Abraham and the Gentile world brought upon themselves by disobeying God and
turning away from Him to their own devices.  And they became convinced so much
during that week and the weeks following that it became their duty, honor, and privilege
to bring Christ to the world without fear of the cross or whatever tortures lay ahead of
them and with joy and peace of the Holy Spirit filling their hearts.  This is the Gospel.

In the end, their ship did not sink. They did not abandon their ship. They did not
mutiny. Instead they started building new ships (churches). Pulled up their anchors.
Sailed to new harbors. Went out beyond the horizon. Way past their comfort zones.
They built a fleet. Many fleets. Their admirals were Peter, James, Timothy, Paul and a
long line of brave and faithful Christians.  Their commander-in-chief was Jesus the
living Christ. The four winds of the Holy Spirit took them to Egypt, Ethiopia, Asia
Minor, Rome, Spain, Germany, England, Ireland, Scandinavia, America, Asia, and all
over the world. And Jesus said to them, “....Then they will see the Son of Man coming
on the clouds of heaven with great power and glory. And He will send His angels, and
gather together His elect from the four winds, from the farthest part of the earth to the
farthest part of heaven.” [Matthew 24:30-31, Mark 13: 26-27] Christ’s fleets today
need more admirals, more captains, more ships, more sailors. Climb aboard.

From the Gulf Central District UMMen

2010 Gulf Central District UMMen Gathering and Elections

Mark your calendars for upcoming District UMMen events coming up:

May 1 — 10 am to 2 pm — Our 2010 Gulf Central District United Methodist Men
Gathering and Elections - We will have speakers, music, and food More on
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this and the exact location will come in future announcements. We are looking for
representatives from churches having chartered and unchartered men’s
ministries. This is for pastors, lay leaders, leaders of men’s groups, and UMMen
members.

Gulf Central District Training Events for 2010

Coming April 3 and April 24, 2010 - “UNDERSTANDING MEN’S MINISTRY -
The Ministry of Jesus Christ through men in the United Methodist Church”
- Presented by the General Commission on United Methodist Men, the General
Board of Discipleship, and the Man in the Mirror Leadership Training Center

Location: Riviera United Methodist Church — 175 62" Avenue N, St.
Petersburg FL

Times: 9 am -3 pm - continuing through both Saturdays

Contact Coordinator: Gene Winland, Riviera UMC St Petersburg FL
727- 526-6592 gmwinland@aol.com

Costs: For Saturday April 3, for Part | including training Workbook, rolls/
doughnuts/coffee/juice for gathering, and lunch is $45 per participant - Add
$10 for the book, “No Man Left Behind”.  For part Il of this training Saturday
April 24 costs for rolls/doughnuts/coffeel/juice for the gathering & lunch ~ $6.

United Methodist Men training course held at First UMC Bradenton, Heritage
UMC, and First UMC Spring Hill:

Getting back to basics was the purpose of this course held during the week of
District Leadership Training in February.  Nineteen men representing the
ministries of men at 17 churches in the Gulf Central District came to this course,
the first year for the United Methodist Men of our District. ~ Much was shared
among those who attended — from the great work some of their men’s ministry
are doing to the stuck-on-the-sandbar status of other men’s ministry at some of
these churches.

Each left with a prayer and a mission to assess their church’s intentions about
engaging their men in fellowship, prayer, scripture, outreach, service, discipling,
disaster planning, and support of the UMM. Some expressed an interest in
more of this kind of training and sharing of ideas for improving the quality of their
church’s men’s ministries.

For a copy of the Church Men’s Ministry self-evaluation check sheet distributed
at this training, e-mail cklingerl@tampabay.rr.com
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From the Florida Conference UMMen

2010 Couples’ Retreat at Leesburg- “ I n Jesus’ Name’
Don Taylor—-* Under the Shadow of t h-24) Al mighty"” (March 12
Ed Diaz—-“ A Jewi sh Love Stlér y” (March 12
John Riley—“ Are there many lldMapof deaverp ot h & u 8l a(M@chd214)

Music: Gretchen & Reg Dunneman — (March 12- 14)
Harold Lewis—-*“ Wi I | Jesus turn your water into wine when th
marriage?” -21f March 19
Charley Reeb-* The Prayer Life of2l)Jesus” (March 19
Debbie Nelson—-“ Sh al | We Danc-2l) (March 19

Lenee Shroeder — Piano, song leader, singer (March 19-21)

For Retreat Reservations and Information, Contact the United Methodist Men - Florida
Conference : Don Heishman P. O. Box 93370 Lakeland, FL 33804-3370 Telephone:
863-815-3692 Toll Free: 877-815-3692

From the North Area - (Hudson and northward) - Area VP Steve Wisenbaker, First
UMC Brooksville 352-799-8226 wisenbaker1122@aol.com

From Faith United Methodist Church of Hudson Earl Million

The men at Faith UMC in Hudson will be hosting its annual community Pork BBQ
fundraising event on Saturday, March 27 starting at 1 pm and ending when they
run out of food, which should be sometime between 4 and 5 pm. There will be
live country music and gospel singing and some guitar pickin’ to add to the flavor
of slow-cooked pork barbecue and all the fixin’s.

Tickets can be obtained with a $6 donation for each by calling the church office at
727-856-5000 and punching the 1 key for the church secretary.

From First United Methodist Church of Spring Hill Bill Clark

MEN’S MINISTRY SUNDAY - Celebrating Men in Ministry May 16, 2010 (re-
scheduled from April). Worship Services at 8:00 am and 10:15 am. This
Sunday recognizes the role of men in the church and celebrates their
participation in mission and ministry. Guest speaker will be Derek Maul, speaker,
op-ed columnist and author of the book, "Get Real-A Spiritual Journey for Men."

From the North Central Area =_(Port Richey southward to Palm Harbor, east of
US 19) - Area VP Jim Feierbacher East Lake UMC 727-786-8093 feierbacher@mindspring.com
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From the Central Area - Area VP (Paim Harbor west of US 19 southward to
Clearwater and Safety Harbor) - OPEN — Area coordinator needed

From Palm Harbor UMC - 6reg Alvord

Palm Harbor’s all male Southern gospel singing group, The Harbortones, and
the gospel quartet, Redeemed, are getting ready to join the Venice Gondeliers
Barbershop Chorus and Chapter Quartets for a concert at the Church of the
Nazarene in Venice Saturday, March 20..

Both the Harbortones and Redeemed are part of the Worship and Arts Ministry of
Palm Harbor United Methodist Church, under the leadership of Mark Deen.

They will be singing at their own combined Gospel Barbershop Concert at Palm
Harbor UMC on Saturday, March 27.  Tickets for this will be on sale at
PHUMC office - 727-785-7487.

Central Area Coordinator wanted -

The Gulf Central District is searching for one or two men to serve as area coordinator to engage
with the churches in Clearwater, Dunedin, Safety Harbor and west Palm Harbor area.

From the West Central Area - st Petersburg, Pinellas Park, Seminole, Largo

west of 49" St and Gulfport to Pinellas Park — Area VP - Lou Amandola — First UMC Gulfport 727-
374-4524 lamandola@tampabay.rr.com

Fish Fry at Gulfport United Methodist - Lou Amandola

The annual United Methodist Men’s Fish Fry, open to the congregation, the
District, and the public, is set for Friday, March 5 from 5-7 p.m. by the United
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Methodist Men of First United Methodist Church. Dinner will be served in the
fellowship hall at the church, 2728 53 Street S. Featuring the always popular
menu of fried fish, coleslaw, tartar sauce, baked bean, hushpuppies, grits, tea,
coffee and dessert and all you care to eat at a donation of $7.95, this annual
event continues to be bigger and better each year. Take outs are available.

Advance tickets are strongly suggested in order to assure an adequate supply of
fish. Tickets are available at the church office or by calling Les McEwen at 727-
321-3672.

The UMMen at Gulfport are doing a super job on the renovating “Sophie’s” Attic
Thrift Store, a Ministry of the First United Methodist Women of Gulfport.

From the Men of St Paul UMC J Largo - Bill Elliot

At last month’s Ash Wednesday service, the Men of St Paul kicked off their
annual Cross-made-of-nails distribution by handing out cross necklaces to all 600
plus congregants attending the service.  Their mission for this Lenten season
is to pass on the gospel of the salvation of Christ has given them to any
unsuspecting person they encounter in their daily lives — such as a cashier at a
store or a service attendant at a gas station, or a mechanic working on their car,
a school teacher, or to whomever the Spirit leads them.

d It is our hope to mission to over 10,000 people in 2010

a8 as these crosses are passed hand to hand, sometimes
| gb! more than once. The Men of St Paul has heard back
8E

from people all over the world who have been passed a
Cross.

\

We started our cross program around 2005, distributing just over 600 crosses our
first year. Since then we have distributed an increasing amount each year,
reaching 3,600 in 2009. By Easter 2010 we expect to have distributed 15,000
crosses.

We have seeded other churches with the same program by donating anywhere
from 75 to 300 crosses to them, and providing detail of where to obtain enough
for them to follow the same program into the future. We provided about 150
crosses to a homeless ministry in Tampa who started giving them to street
people. We have reports of crosses being passed to youth that have lost loved
ones, to our troops, and others. We have reports of crosses being forwarded all
over the world. The St Paul office staff has had contact from people all over
North America looking for crosses because they have seen or heard about them
through St Paul UMC’s Television ministry. | have had people come up to me
and comment that | must attend St Paul because they had seen and heard about
our cross program. — Bill Elliot, Men of St Paul



St Paul fed around 400 needy people, at two different locations on Sunday
February 21. Approximately 300 were served meals at Pinellas Hope, and 125
on our Sunday street feeding in Clearwater. St Paul feeds up to 140 needy
people two Sundays a month in Clearwater, and up to 300 once a month at
Pinellas Hope.

Check out the Men of St Paul’'s website -
http://www.stpaulumc.org/ministries/?c=Men Nice job.

From Anona UMMen at Anona UM Church, Largo d Ian Lennox

The Good News Jail and Prison Ministry annual banquet will be held on
Tuesday, April 13 from 6:30 pm -8:30 pm. at Anona UMC. All mentors will be
the guests of Anona's United Methodist Men. The Fresh Start program will be
featured. Anona’s UM Women and UM Men will be helping to be servers at this
banquet.

The coaching of people on probation in Pinellas county by trained volunteers
from our churches is growing and needs more people to take the one day training
and be assigned a person to coach for six months. A general mentor session
will be held Saturday, March 27 where the assignments to the small coaching
groups will be announced. Contact lan Lennox at ilennox@verizon.net for
more information.

ADAM HAMILTON Men’s Monday Night Bible Study This Lenton series

> study group comes from Adam Hamilton’s “24 Hours that
Changed the World.“ It covers the night Jesus spent with
His disciples before and during His arrest and the hours
that followed.

Another small group men’s Bible study meets in individual homes the third
Tuesday of each month. These men are studying the book of Job.

From Pasadena Community Church J South Pasedena - Robert Readel

Come join us for our next fellowship gathering! Saturday March 13 — 11:00 am
LEC Conference Room 2A — We share devotions, hymns, and the spirit of
Christian men. Alight lunch is served at noon. Stay connected, listen, learn
and love. Call Bob Readel for reservations at 727-578-4466.

From East Central area - st Petersburg, Pinellas Park, Largo - East of 49" St -
Area VP Gene Winland, Riviera UMC St Pete 727- 526-6592 gmwinland@aol.com

From Riviera UMC 3 St Petersburg, FL J Gene Winland

Gene Winland and the men at Riviera UMC will be hosting the April District
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UMMen leadership training — see page 3

From the South Area (Bradenton and surrounding areas) — OPEN - Area VP needed

South Area Coordinator wanted -

The Gulf Central District is searching for one or two men to serve as area coordinator(s) engaging
churches in the Bradenton, Palmetto, Parrish, and Ellenton areas on behalf of the Gulf Central
District UMMen and Florida Conference UMMen.

Building Ships; Building Fleets ; Bui | di nngtriedlat thélscal Mi
church and throughout the District

One of the most commone x pl anati ons we get for why some
fellowships are not growing or are unable to survive being stuck on the sand is
this OWe canodtn sedmrtes tgeat. 6younger me

Since our emphasisfor building ships and building involves focusing on what

churches are doing to intentionally engage men in the affairs and the missions of

t he church, we can first agree that o0inte
church finds ways to make church and the ministry of Christ attractive to men.

When men find reasons to stay away from church more attractive than going to

church,t hey dondt g burches succeedimgat httracting ngen

intentionally create an environment for men to come together in prayer, Bible

study, worship, service, outreach where men are allow ed to be men, talk like

men, act like men, and relate to Jesus Christ and his male followers as real men.

To get younger men interested, the church or organization within the church

must be intentional about engaging young men in the life of the church.  Like

men in general, most men dondt just gravit
With all that is going on around them, it takes c reative marketing to get the

attention of men, including younger men.  Men need to be stimulated through

advertisement, word of mouth, encouragement, boldness, and a purpose to fix

something or to achieve a means to an end And they want to be part of a

team with a real leader to achieve such purpose.

This holds true with young men.  Churches succeeding in attracting young
men are intentional about creating the kind of environment young men thrive in
0 a sports environment, an outdoor environ ment, an environment that
stimulates their technical skills in electronics, an environment where they eat,
and an environment where they are helping solve a problem in the community,
in the church, in the world, or in a team situation. And they want to learn and
come out as winners.

Somechurches engage young men in competitive sports on or off the church
campus in the name of the church. This takes a leader. They create teams with
team names and teamt-shirts. They assign apprentices to work with more



experienced men to learnfacilities engineering and mechanical skills dsuch as
operating computers, audio visual equipment, musical instruments, cars. They
create environments for young men to study the Bible via a contemporary study
guide or a popular movie or book.  Some churches are successful at organizing
a forum with a panel of elder guys and a panel of younger men and inviting

other men to engage in dialogue about issues that concern men of all ages and
how these issues can affect their fath. Some invite their young and older men to
training seminars related to fathers, kids, jobs, coaching, discipling, mentoring
and missions.

Churches have been known to intentionally engage younger men to organize a
busload of elderly men to go to spring training baseball games & eat ballpark hot
dogs and enjoy the fresh outdoors on a Saturday.  Meris fellowships have
succeeded in engaging younger men by having father-son, uncle-nephew,
grandfather -grandson banquets or trips to ball games.  Father-daughter
banquets and dances are great for bringing the younger men who are fathers out
to the church. Young men are great at working alongside of the older guys in
ushering indoors and outdoors around the parking lots, especially during peak
service times such as Christmas, Palm Sunday and Easter.

The key to engaging any man in the life of the church or any of its activities is to
personally invite him.  Advertising, by itself, is not enough. Butitis great
when it goes along with a personal faceto-face invitation or phone call or e-mail.

One tool that is effective is setting up a display table in prominent areas where
people of all ages gather before, during and after church services or during
weekly activities.  Displays are great visuals to explain what the organization is
about. Take lots of photos of what your men are doing. Post a variety of photos
showing men of all ages. = Having a man or two stationed at the display table
during the times between services is a grea way of interacting with men drawn

to the display. Have handouts ready & pamphlets, brochures, gadgetsdo
something they take with them that explains how they can fit in with what the
organization does. Have them sign their name, phone numbers, e-malil
addresseson a sign-in sheetor an index card for putting in a drop box . Ask
them to check the boxon the sheet or cardthat says they want to receive the
organizationds newsl etters and announcement s

When things like this work sowell, we wonder why we dondt do t|
often than say once a year such as on #Missions Day at the church.  If we want

to be even more intentional, we can put announcements in the weekly worship

bulletins or the church monthly newsletter and make up pamphlets for in a

revolving rack to help reach out to more men. Advertising our events in a local

newspaper more often gets the name of the church and its intention to engage

men out where people canreadit. Shoul de 6 me b 6 s amditha chgrechr y

be intentional every day about engaging men in their walk with the Lord?



Does your church and your UMMen intentionally engage younger men in the
ministries and mission of your church and your organization? If so, please
share with the rest of our District & men& ministries what is working t o get your
men exdted about being engaged Christian men.

Contact the Gulf Central District UM Men's Ministry Board -

Your Area Vice-Presidents — see Areas above

Treasurer — Bill Elliott, St Paul UMC Largo 727-586-1159 MethodistMen@msn.com
Secretary - Herb James, Anona UMC 727-536-6698 hljames@aol.com

President - Chet Klinger, Anona UMC 727-596-1483 cell: 727-643-1935
cklingerl@tampabay.rr.com

District Lay Leader — Walter Dry, Spring Hill 352-684-7740 drysr@bellsouth.net
District Superintendent — Rev. John Powers 727-796-9160

District Scouting Ministry Coordinator - Mark Dodge 727- 784-1345
dodgmrk@aol.com

Job openings with the District UMMen —

Avrea vice-presidents and coordinators - coordinate with men’s ministries in an area
covering 8 — 12 churches

Newsletter support — help with editing, publishing and distributing

Database maintenance — updating, analyzing and distributing updated lists and surveys
and survey results to area coordinators

Program coordinator - Annual gathering program planning and support — scheduling and
organizing agenda, speakers, and music

Missions support — promote opportunities for supporting district/conference/global
missions

Training coordinator — schedule and organize training with churches and trainers
District UMM Chaplain — someone to lead us in prayer and scripture at our meetings and
to keep us informed of the spiritual needs of our men in the organization

GET YOUR MEN'’S MINISTRY MESSAGE IN THE April 2010 issue of FROM THE FOUR
WINDS - E-mail cklingerl@tampabay.rr.com or call 727-596-1483.

The words of the third verse of the Lenton hymn - In the Garden — reflects the mission of
the United Methodist Men ---

I"d stay in the garden with Him

though the night around me be falling,
but He bids me go; into the world of woes
His voice to me he is calling.

And He walks with me

And He talks with me

And He tells me | am His own

And the joy we share as we tarry there
None other has ever known.
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