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FROM THE FOUR WINDS  
 

Gulf Central District United Methodist Men  
1498 Rosary Rd. Largo, 33770  
May/June 2010 Edition   
  

  Celebrating 102 Years of Methodist Men  
 

From the Gulf Central District UMMen 
 

2010 Gulf Central District UMMen Gathering and Elections 

35 + Men from 16 churches attended this year’s District UMMen Gathering 
and Elections 

 

 

Pastor Jeffrey Ice of First UMC at Brooksville, and spiritual mentor for the new Ironmen of 

Brooksville,  talked about the need for humility and a new awakening of Methodist Men to make 

their mark in the world.      His message can be summed up in Matthew 9:17 ―Nor do they put 

new wine into old wineskins, or else the wineskins break.‖ 

A group of men don’t need a fancy name to become a group of passionate Methodist Men.    

However, the name United Methodist Men needs to mean more to our younger men than a club, 

or boring meetings, or an institution of Roberts Rules of Order.    Men need to be connectional 

 “Ahoy, Mates! …our fleet is on the prowl , sailing the seas between Crystal River and Braden River, in search of 
men, ships , and harbors engaging Christian men in the ministries of the United Methodist Church and its 
missions.” 

Dick Parvin of Skycrest UMMen in 

Clearwater  shares his faith in the power 

of prayers answered and reasons why 

some prayers go left unanswered.   Such 

faith and explanations are the subjects in 

his new book, “A Search for Patterns in 

Answered Prayers”. 
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disciples, young and old,  connecting with each other, growing physically,  intellectually, and 

spiritually, and knowing they are making a difference.    This comes from men in small groups, 

many groups within the church,  any group designed to attract men of any particular talent, age, 
or interest.    

Pastor Jack Stephenson of Anona UMC in Largo,  demonstrated how the human brain and mind 

evolved throughout the ages and throughout our own individual development beyond the animal 

brain from a mind that thinks only of its self-survival and self-pleasures to a mind in tune with 

God and the heavenly things beyond ourselves, and in mind of the needs of others outside of 

ourselves.   Pastor Jack’s message can be summed up as JOY meaning putting Jesus, Others, and 

You in that order of priorities.    Without Jesus or God as our focus,  we tend to gravitate back to 

our primordial base desires.  With our growing maturity as disciples and with our God  as our 

focus,   we naturally grow toward appreciating others outside of ourselves.   Jesus taught us to 

love the Lord our God with all of our hearts, soul, and might, and love our neighbors as ourselves.    

This is Jack’s third year bringing his glowing support and passionate message to men who have a 
passion to lead other men into our churches and as United Methodist Men.  

GCDUMM officers were elected at the May gathering to serve through January 2011 at which 

time the District will hold its next election to start a cycle that coincides with the calendar year.    

Officers elected included Chet Klinger, president, Bill Elliott, treasurer, and Jim Feierbacher, 

secretary.   Vice-presidents include Steven Weisenbaker for the North Lakes churches,  Jim 

Feierbacher for men’s ministries of the North Harbor churches, Frank Burkett for the Central 

Harbor area churches,  Lou Amandola  for the Sky Harbor churches, and Gene Winland for the 

East Harbor area churches.    We still have an opening for area VP for the South Harbor area 

churches in Bradenton.   Herb James, our last year’s secretary, remains on the Board as one of 

our advisers and will become our parliamentarian for the organization.   Our other advisers 

remain Ian Lennox of the Anona UMMen, Terry Ketrow of St Paul UMC and past president of 

the St Petersburg District UMMen other non-voting participants who have the passion to want to 
see the men’s ministry in the Gulf Central District grow.  

Jim Hudson and the men and pastors at Palm Harbor UMC did a fantastic job in creating the 

right environment for our men to gather in their Gathering room and for having lunch outside in 

their breezeway.     The Harbortones and the Redeemed quartet lifted our spirits with their 

Gospel singing.  The only thing noticeably missing from the Harbortones was the singing voice of 

Greg Alvord, their UMM president, who couldn’t make the event that day.  

 

Gulf Central District Men’s Ministry Training  
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Jim Boesch, from Orlando, and UMMen Ministry Specialist, in collaboration with Man-in-the-
Mirror describes step-by-step methods for UMM units to employ toward improving recruiting and 
growing men in Christ.      John Dowell, President of the Association of Conference UMM 
Presidents, Rodney Akers, President of the FL Conf UMM, and Gene Winland, President-elect for 
2011 along with leaders from various men’s ministries in the District were present.   
 

COMPASS/STAR RECOGNITIONS OF MENôS MINISTRIES AT GULF CENTRAL 
DISTRICT  

At the May 1 Gathering, the Gulf Central District UMMen announced  the churches identified as 

intentionally engaging men of the church and community in the ministries of the church based 

upon a list of evaluation questions used during its survey over the past two years.     

Churches in the district are recognized for their efforts to intentionally engage its men in the 

ministries involving prayer, scripture, service to the church, outreach in missions and fellowships 

– these churches we lift up as our Star (5-point) churches.     Compass Rose (8-point) churches 

are listed as intentionally engage their men in the five point Star ministries plus the ministries of 

discipling/coaching, and  mentoring training of its men to become better Christian disciples,  

disaster/crisis readiness and response for their church and community, and in chartering with and 

support of the General Commission of the United Methodist Men and its Conference and District 
organizations.  

The Gulf Central District UMM Board members’ overall impressions from this two-year effort 

are that most churches are hungry to grow their ministries to fulfill their missions and want better 

ways to attract and train men at all age levels to become better disciples, coaches, leaders, and 

mentors to help other men become better Christian disciples.  There are some churches pending 

the further development or revival of their men’s ministries   As these churches charter their 

men’s ministries with the UMMen, they will be lifted up in our future communications.   

 

In the meantime, churches can begin their own self-evaluations of the various men’s ministries at 

their church by utilizing the same check sheets that we are using.      For a copy of the Church 

Men’s Ministry self-evaluation check sheet distributed at this training,   e-mail 

cklinger1@tampabay.rr.com  or call Chet Klinger at 727-643-1935 

 

From the North area  (Steve Wisenbaker)  - North Lakes Area   
First UMC - Brooksville – STAR/COMPASS 
First UMC – Spring Hill – STAR COMPASS 
Faith UMC – Hudson – STAR COMPASS 
First UMC – Hudson – STAR COMPASS 

Crystal River UMC – Crystal River – STAR 

 

  

From the North Central area  (Jim Feierbacher)  North Harbor Area   
East Lake UMC – Palm Harbor - STAR/COMPASS 
Palm Harbor UMC – STAR COMPASS 
Curlew UMC – STAR COMPASS 
Keystone UMC – Odessa - STAR 
Hope UMC – Trinity - STAR  
First UMC – Tarpon Springs – STAR 
First UMC - New Port Richey- STAR 
Heritage UMC –  Clearwater - STAR 

  

mailto:cklinger1@tampabay.rr.com
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From the Central area  - Frank Burkett  Central Harbor Area  

Anona UMC- Largo  – STAR COMPASS 

St Paul UMC – Largo – STAR COMPASS 

First UMC – Clearwater – STAR 

Friendship UMC – Clearwater - STAR 

Skycrest UMC - Clearwater - STAR 

  

From the East Central area  - Gene Winland    East Harbor Area  
Clearview UMC – St Petersburg -  STAR COMPASS 
St Luke’s UMC – St Petersburg - STAR COMPASS 
Allendale UMC – St Petersburg - STAR 
Christ UMC – St Petersburg - STAR  
First UMC – Pinellas Park – STAR 
Riviera UMC – St Petersburg - STAR 
  

From the South/West Central area   - Lou Amandola  - Sky Harbor area    
First UMC - Gulfport – STAR COMPASS 
Ellenton UMC – Ellenton - STAR COMPASS 

Pasadena Community UMC – STAR 
  

From the South area  - Open for area VP -  South Harbor Area     
Manatee UMC – Bradenton - STAR COMPASS 
Oneco UMC – Bradenton - STAR COMPASS 
Braden River UMC - Bradenton - STAR 
Christ UMC – Bradenton - STAR 
Faith UMC – Bradenton – STAR 

 
There are some churches pending the further development or revival of their men’s ministries   

As these churches charter their men’s ministries with the UMMen, they will be lifted up in our 

future communications.   

 

In the meantime, churches can begin their own self-evaluations of the various men’s ministries at 

their church by utilizing the same check sheets that we are using.      For a copy of the Church 

Men’s Ministry self-evaluation check sheet distributed at this training,   e-mail 

cklinger1@tampabay.rr.com  or call Chet Klinger at 727-643-1935 

 
From the Florida Conference UMMen  
 
On March 20,  the Florida Conference UMM Board met and elected its new slate of 
officers to start on January 1, 2011.     Three were elected from the Gulf Central District –
Gene Winland, President,  Terry Kettrow, 1st Vice President ,  Chet Klinger - 
Secretary;    For 2nd Vice-President – John Rogers of Tallahassee was elected.   
Charlie Perry was re-elected as Treasurer.  
 

From Rodney Akers , UMM Conference President – Eradicating Extreme 
Poverty 
 
One example for eradicating extreme poverty being presented at the Florida Conference 

by the United Methodist Men is a successful program used by a number of churches 

mailto:cklinger1@tampabay.rr.com
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called the Manna Bag project –  preparing and giving away bags of nutritional items and 

a gospel message to street people begging for food or money.    This turns out to be a 

blessing for both the homeless person and the driver on-the-go.    The UMMen at First 

UMC at Seffner Florida engages in this ministry and has distributed more than 1,000 

manna bags over the years.     Manna Bags are plastic zipper bags filled with such things like 

crackers, tuna, Vienna sausage, fruit, pudding, and water.    And information on how to achieve 

salvation by simply accepting Jesus Christ as one’s Savior leading toward repentance.     The 

Missions Team or UMMen can provide funds to purchase the items and doing the shopping; 

Youth or another group can assemble and sell the Manna Bags, and the UMM can work along 

with the Youth to distribute the bags on certain weekends of the month.    Also check out this 

site for suggested items to put into a Manna bag:  

http://thestewpot.org/pdf/Manna%20Bags.pdf 
 

2010 Fall Men’s Spiritual Retreat at Fruitland Park, FL -  
ñIn Jesusô Nameò  

October 8-10, 2010 ï Contemporary Weekend ï Speakers:  Denny Heiberg 
and Andy Searles 

Music ï Grace UMC Gainesville Praise and Worship Team 

October 15-17, 2010 ï Speakers:  John Riley and Ed Diaz Music- Macel 
Buss and Keith Miller\ 

October 22-24, 2010 ï Speakers:  Riley Short and Bishop Swanson;   Music 
Ross Kimura 

 
For Retreat Reservations and Information, Contact the United Methodist Men - Florida 

Conference : Don Heishman P. O. Box 93370 Lakeland, FL 33804-3370 Telephone: 863-
815-3692 Toll Free: 877-815-3692  

 
Steps to organizing a group of men to go to the Fall Retreat  - Start Now! 

 
1.  Appoint a Retreat Coordinator 
2. Retreat Coordinator meets and obtains support from Pastor. 
3. Retreat Coordinator goes to FL-Conf UMM website  
4. Retreat Coordinator obtains information about upcoming retreats from District President, 

or from Fl-Conference Retreat Registrar Don Heishman at Lakeland 
5. Retreat Coordinator becomes familiar with Retreat Registration process 
6. Retreat coordinator posts signs and literature in common areas.  
7. Retreat Coordinator works with church marketing secretary to start advertising retreat. 
8. Retreat coordinator visits menôs fellowships, Bible study groups, prayer study groups to 

promote upcoming retreats ; setting up floor or wall displays on Sundays and at 
Wednesday night dinners or Bible studies helps 

9. Retreat Coordinator reserves church transportation vehicle for weekend selected 
10. Retreat Coordinator keeps track of registrations going to Lakeland 
11.  Retreat Coordinator works with worship leaders at church on announcing upcoming 

retreats  - also including information on church bulletins for worship and visual slides at 
Contemporary worship. 

12. Retreat coordinator organizes task team leaders to help with marketing/ promoting 
retreats :  Transportation leader, advertising leader, display maker, speaker at various 
meetings, church registrar and ticket seller 

http://thestewpot.org/pdf/Manna%20Bags.pdf
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13. Other helpful hints -  have buttons made and worn by men who will be promoting 
attendances at retreats.   Wear them every Sunday at church.  When a man asks what 
the button means, refer him to the table top or wall display where someone there can 
answer his questions.  

a. Setup a looping video of the FL Conf UMM retreat for showing at a church 
gathering or  Sunday morning UMM display table.    Contact Don Heishman for a 
copy of the FL-Conf UMM Retreat DVD. 

b. Promote attendances involving father/son,  grandfather/grandson,  
uncles/nephew, brother/brother - utilize scholarships to support this type of joint 
attendances.  

c. Work with youth ministers to engage younger men and boys and their dads, 
particularly for attending at contemporary weekends.   

 

From the North Area (new name òNorth Lakes area) - (Hudson 

and northward) - Area VP Steve Wisenbaker, First UMC Brooksville 352-799-8226 
wisenbaker1122@aol.com  

 

From First United Methodist Church of Spring Hill – Bill Clark  

 
MEN’S MINISTRY SUNDAY - "Celebrating Men in Mission and Ministry"  Men's Ministry 
Sunday was held May 16.  At the morning worship services, the United Methodist Men's 
Fellowship of the church recognized the role of men in the church  and celebrated the 
participation of men in mission and ministry.    Lay men of the church, including youth and young 
adults, participated in conducting the services .  The guest speaker was Derek Maul,  a 
conference and retreat leader, op-ed columnist and author of the books, "Get Real-A Spiritual 
Journey for Men,"  and "The Unmaking of a Part-Time Christian."  The theme of Derek's sermon 
was, "Admirer or Follower: Beyond a Part-Time Christian."    His message was outstanding and 
light-hearted. Derek connected with the men in the congregation. Derek's sermon can be heard 
on the web site of First-Spring Hill at www.fumcsh.org. Just click on The Sunday Sermons under 
"Just For You' on the right sidebar of the home page. 

 

The men of First United Methodist Church of Spring Hill are active participants in 

their  church's Food Pantry providing both financial and manpower support. The 

pantry, was recently expanded  with the help of  the men of the church  to provide 

additional space for the 400 to 500 families served each month. That figure is almost 

double the av erage number served each month last year.     Roughly 30 -40 men of 

the church assist with picking up  food supplies from various distribution points and in 

re -stocking the shelves of the pantry.    They also assist on the days the pantry is 

open by helping clients take their food items to their cars.  

  

The United Methodist Men's  Fellowship at Spring Hill provides financial support to the 

Food Pantry as part of its annual budget and has responded in the past to additional 

financial needs of the pantry which m ay arise.  

  

The pictures included show some of the men involved in this vital ministry.  

  

All is done as stated in the Preamble of the UMM Fellowship to be part of something 

of real importance to our church and our community as we serve out our 

commitment to Jesus Christ and His church.     -   Blessings,    Bill Clark ,  Member of 

the Executive Committee    UMM Fellowship -  First UMC of Spring Hill  

 

http://www.fumcsh.org/
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From the North Central Area (new name North Harbor Area) 
(Port Richey southward to Palm Harbor and Dunedin plus Heritage UMC -  Area VP Jim 
Feierbacher East Lake UMC 727-786-8093   jfeierbacher@verizon.net   

 
From Palm Harbor UMC -  Jim Hudson 

The men at Palm Harbor UMC are working on and pretty nearly completed their 
Veteran’s Memorial Garden on their church campus.   Here is where the men and 
women of Palm Harbor United Methodist Church will be honored for their service and 
sacrifice in keeping our nation free to worship as we choose.   

  
Question  ï ñIf God were to take me home today, what would my wife and 
kids hold in their hands tomorrow that would communicate that they were 

the treasures of my life? ò  From Rev Cliff Melvin/Cheryl Roberts -   

 

 ñI would be leaving nothing but junk, just like my dad did for meò, said the 
founder of Letters from Dad , Greg Vaughn .  Letters From Dad  is helping 

fathers to learn to leave a legacy by saying the things theyôve always wanted 
to say but just didnôt know how. ñI love you,ò ñYouôre the treasure of my life,ò 

and, ñIôll always be there for you,ò are things every child wants and needs to 
hear from their dad.  
 

For information and consultation on bringing Letters From Dad  to YOUR 
church, call Cheryl Roberts at 800 -527 -4014   x308   

www.lettersfromdad.com        
 
From the Central Area (new name Central Harbor Area) - Area 

VP   Frank Burkett   727-992-2613 Seminole, Largo and Clearwater  
 

From the Men of St Paul  - Bill Elliott 
The Me n of St Paul are organizing their annual baseball outing   for  Saturday,  

June 19 .  The game starts at 6:30 pm.   The ticket is the all - you - can - eat 
deal which gives us free 'baseball' type foods:  peanuts, hot dogs, 

hamburgers, popcorn, sodas, water & ice cream bars.  These tickets will be 
available from the Church office.    The ticket  cost s us $14.00 PP.     
EVERYONE IS INVITED -  LADIES, MEN, CHILDREN,  FRIENDS.  Anyone not 

wanting the all -you -can -eat deal can buy a ticket to the game at the gate, or 
on l ine from  clearwaterthreshers.com for $5 -  $9, depending  on where you 

mailto:feierbacher@verizon.net
mailto:feierbacher@verizon.net
http://www.lettersfromdad.com/
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wish to sit.  
 

June 19 will be the  Phillies farm - team , Clearwater Threshers ,  against the 
Tampa Yankees.   It is also a fireworks night.     To learn more about this 

event , call  Bill Elliot t at H 586 -1159, cell 417 -0798 or check out their Web 

page at -   http://www.stpaulumc.org/ministries/?c=Men         
 

From First United Methodist Church, Seminole ð  Al Pierson 

 

Who are they?  They are all the men of Seminole First United Methodist Church.     

They strongly believe that United Methodist Men shall continually  be a creative 

supportive fellowship of men who seek to know Jesus Christ, to grow spiritually 

and to seek daily His will.  Their primary purpose is to declare the centrality of 

Christ in the lives of men and all of their relationships. 

 

According to their President Al Pierson, ―We feel that our purpose will continue 

to have fellowship with all men, to continue to do the work  of the Church, and to 

continue to learn and grown in our Christian life.‖  The men at Seminole United 

Methodist: 

 

1.  Support their local Church in its mission and ministries by active                  

     participation in the Church. 

2.  Continue to do the work of the Church. 

3.  Participate in and support United Methodist Men’s retreats. 

4.  Support the youth activities of the Church. 

5.  Support Scouting activities by sponsorship and participation of Scouting units. 

6.  Monthly dinner meeting and programs from September thru May. 

7.  Operate the hardware and furniture section of the Seminole United      

Methodist thrift Shop on Tuesdays, September thru May. 

8.  Give financial support to the Church, its ministries, youth activities  

     And support charitable organizations (United Cooperative Ministries, United           

Methodist Children’s Home, UMCOR, Jim Russ Prison Ministry and others.  

 

From the West Central Area (new name Sky Harbor Area)  - 

West St Petersburg, Gulfport, South Pasadena, Palmetto, Ellenton, and Parrish – Area VP - Lou 
Amandola – First UMC Gulfport 727-374-4524 lamandola@tampabay.rr.com    
 
Watch for news in the next Four Winds about the new REEL Men at First UMC at Gulfport.  

 

From East Central Area (new name East Harbor Area) - St 

Petersburg, Pinellas Park, Largo - East of 49
th
 St - Area VP Gene Winland, Riviera UMC St Pete 

727- 526-6592 gmwinland@aol.com  
 

From Riviera UMC ð St Petersburg, FL ð Gene Winland 
 
Gene Winland and the men at Riviera UMC are hosting the May District UMMen leadership 
training – see page 2 

http://www.stpaulumc.org/ministries/?c=Men
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Please help support the United Methodist Church's 2010 Boy Scout Jamboree Mission: 

Nothing But Nets.    See flyer at: http://www.scribd.com/doc/31164636 

 

Each year approximately 500 million Africans contract Malaria from mosquito bites as 

they sleep and one million die. No reliable vaccine exists. For $10, Nothing But Nets can 

send a net to a family in Africa. Nothing But Nets is also the first International BSA Good 

Turn Project. 
 

From the South Area (new name South Harbor Area) (Bradenton 

and surrounding areas)    South Area Coordinator wanted - The Gulf Central 

District is searching for one or two men to serve as area coordinator(s) engaging churches in the 
Bradenton area on behalf of the  Gulf Central District UMMen and Florida Conference UMMen.    

 
Contact the Gulf Central District UM Men's Ministry Board -  
Your Area Vice-Presidents – see Area VPs above 

Treasurer – Bill Elliott,  St Paul UMC Largo 727-586-1159   MethodistMen@msn.com     

Secretary – Jim Feierbacher,  East Lake UMC 727-786-8093   jfeierbacher@verizon.net   

President - Chet Klinger, Anona UMC 727-596-1483  cell: 727-643-1935  

cklinger1@tampabay.rr.com  

District Lay Leader – Walter Dry,  Spring Hill  352-684-7740 drysr@bellsouth.net 

District Superintendent – Rev. John Powers 727-796-9160  

District Scouting Ministry Coordinator - Mark Dodge  727- 784-1345  

dodgmrk@aol.com   

 

District Menôs Ministry openings  – 

 

Area vice-president/coordinator for the Bradenton area - coordinate with men’s 

ministries in an area covering 8 – 12 churches  

Newsletter support – help with editing, publishing and distributing 

Database maintenance – updating, analyzing and distributing updated lists and surveys 

and survey results to area coordinators 

Program coordinator - Annual gathering program planning and support – scheduling 

and organizing agenda, speakers, and music 

Missions support – promote opportunities for supporting district/conference/global 

missions  

Training coordinator – schedule and organize training with churches and trainers 

District UMM Chaplain – someone to lead us in prayer and scripture at our meetings 

and to keep us informed of the spiritual needs of our men in the organization 

 
GET YOUR MEN’S MINISTRY MESSAGE IN THE JULY/AUGUST 2010 issue of FROM THE 
FOUR WINDS – DEADLINE -  JUNE 28  - E-mail cklinger1@tampabay.rr.com or call 727-596-
1483. 
 
 
 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/31164636
mailto:feierbacher@verizon.net
mailto:feierbacher@verizon.net
mailto:drysr@bellsouth.net
mailto:dodgmrk@aol.com
mailto:cklinger1@tampabay.rr.com
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Disaster Relief Projects   

HAITI Relief  

Donations can be sent to the Florida Conference and designated Florida Conference 

Advance Special #100190 or to UMCOR (details available at http://new.gbgm -
umc.org/umcor/work/emergenc ies/ongoing/haitiearthquake/ ).  

As of April 16, donations to UMCOR for Haiti  were nearly $20 million, according to 

the organizationôs website. Meanwhile, donations to the Methodist Church of Haiti 

through the Florida Conference totaled $125,850, said Crai g Smelser, conference 

controller.  

Another option for churches is to make layette sets and health kits, sending them to 

Sager Brown, the UMCOR depot in Louisiana. Guidelines are available at 
http://new.gbgm -umc.org/umcor/getconnected/supplies/ . 

ñWeôre still hearing stories about women giving birth in tent cities, so é layette kits 

are definitely needed,ò Garrison said.   Other volunteers eager to serve on the 

ground in Haiti can register th eir desire at http://www.umvim.org . Garrison 
estimates about 3,000 people have already submitted their names.  

NEW YORK (UMNS)—The United Methodist Committee on Relief is working with 

partners in China to get information following an earthquake that has killed several 

hundred people.     Donations to help earthquake survivors can be made to International 

Disaster Response, China Earthquake, UMCOR Advance #982450. {203} 

 
From United Methodist Cooperative Ministries-Suncoast:  If your 
organization feels overwhelmed at times with regard to the needs of the 
community or an outreach ministry or if you are looking for an outreach ministry 
to partner with,  contact the United Methodist Cooperative Ministries serving 
the Suncoast Florida area.   
http://www.volunteermatch.org/search/org17499.jsp 
 
Also mark July 10 as an evening out at the ball game at the ClearwaterThreshers (Bright 
House) stadium in support of the United Methodist Cooperative Ministries fund-raiser.   
$16 gets you into the game, all the food you can eat and fireworks.  Visit 
www.threshersbaseball.com  or call (727) 712-4408 and mention the UM Cooperative 
Ministries when making reservations. 

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/work/emergencies/ongoing/haitiearthquake/
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/work/emergencies/ongoing/haitiearthquake/
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/getconnected/supplies/
http://www.umvim.org/
http://www.volunteermatch.org/search/org17499.jsp
http://www.threshersbaseball.com/

