From the Four Winds 
From Crystal River to Braden River 
Gulf Central District United Methodist Men 
1498 Rosery Rd. Largo, 33770 
September 2008 Edition - This is an unscheduled edition. The winds are blowing strong our way as so much is happening among our churches, we need to blow these winds your way. 
John 3: 5-8 Jesus said “……The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 
Hear the wind blow. Take what you read and chart your courses. 
Celebrating 100 Years of Methodist Men 
“We encourage local fellowships to promote — make note of it in their local churches — the 100 years, and it was announced and lifted up at the (2008 Florida) Annual Conference,” Rodney Akers, President FL Conf UMMen, said. 
A Call to Arms - 
Bishop Timothy Whitaker is issuing a special appeal to the United Methodists of the Florida Conference to set a date and collect an offering for disaster relief for the Methodist Church in Haiti and the Methodist Church in Cuba. Earmark donations to Haiti Disaster Response, UMCOR – Hurricanes-Global #3019695/ Haiti. Earmark Donations for Cuba by writing checks to the Florida Conference Treasurer and designating them to Disaster Relief, Methodist Church in Cuba, and sending them to 1140 McDonald St., Lakeland, FL 33801.
Building Our Ship
Lesson # 1 - On Building our Ship - Planning In our June "Four Winds", we covered the need to start with a plan, a manual, a book of instructions, drawings, charts. Is your men’s ministry operating under a set of guidelines? Does your men’s ministry go by a book? Is your men’s ministry following the UMC Disciplines? Is your organization getting tips from “No Ma Left Behind” or other suggested readings for building a men’s ministry? Does your organization have a system of principles, by-laws, policies and procedures and to operate by?
Lesson #2 on Building Our Ship - Calibrating our Ship's Compass - In August we covered recalibrating the compass each UMMen unit will need to chart its course through rough seas ahead. Are we as men ready to calibrate our compass - with the help of the Bible, Jesus’s teachings, and our own moral compass?
Lesson #3 on Building Our Ship - Designing the Right Ship for a Purpose - What kind of ship is your men’s ministry? A fisherman’s boat? A merchant ship? A battle ship? A Ship of the Line? It depends on what the mission is - what God is calling your men’s ministry to be. 
Lesson #4 - Roles and Responsibilities - The Ship's Builders and Crew 
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Admirals, sea captains, officers of the deck, the crew, the mates, the marines, the deck hands - these mariners supported by a staff of landlubbers, ship builders, refurbishers, provisioners, investors, dock workers, bankers, and yearning wives and children all make up the community of dedicated people that keeps ships afloat, venturing out to seas unknown, and returning with prizes, booty, and heroes' welcome. 
To build and run a men's ministry takes leaders on fire for the church and for Christ, a board of men who share in recommending courses of action, organizing manpower and material resources, training, and feeding each other their individual spiritual and occupational gifts and talents. Men who are not afraid to role up their sleeves and get their hands dirty. Men who have vision for what lies ahead - even when the fog sets in, men who have the desire, drive and determination to make things happen - reaching out to other men, attending church projects, engaging in missions, organizing financial affairs of the church and various charities, responding to disasters, and ensuring their families learn and revere God and His Commandments. Men who rally behind various causes that edify or threaten the church and the very lives of the community. 
Men who, like Jesus's disciples, are willing to risk their lives for their church, their families, and their country to ensure God is glorified and His people are loved and cared for. 
Every man who attends a meeting of men in the church should have an active role in making a difference. The men's ministry find ways to motivate men into action, to help men recalibrate their compasses, and to serve the Lord in service to the church and the community. Getting men to retreats can make a big difference. Retreats foster excellent training. Motivates men spiritually. Recalibrates their compasses. 
Every men's organization needs men to service as President, Vice President, secretary, treasurer, public affairs officer, program planner, prayer and Bible ready, mentoring, and supporting missions. 
Our District UMMen needs area vice presidents to communicate with men's ministries with clusters of churches. It needs someone to help develop a District UMMen web page. It needs someone to help plan events and recruit external support teams. It needs trainers and retreat organizers. 
Each UMMen organization at a church needs similar men to fill similar positions. It takes an army of Christian soldiers to march to victory for the kingdom of God. And it starts with our churches. 
If you are ready to accept a role with the District UMMen, please let us know. 
News and events from the Four Winds! 
From the North - This from the Florida Conference United Methodist Church E-Review 
Florida man challenges conference to 'lead way' in starting Hispanic prayer line
Sept. 6, 2008 News media contact: Tita Parham* 
800-282-8011 tparham@flumc.org Orlando {0907} 
An e-Review Feature
By Jenna De Marco**
As chairman of ministries and missions for the Florida Conference United Methodist Men, Leland McKeown of Brooksville says he can’t help but be on the lookout for ways to help people in need.
Right now, his mission is making a toll-free prayer telephone line available for the Hispanic community . 
Read more about this worthwhile project and the man behind it at http://www.flumc.info/cgi-script/csArticles/articles/000050/005050.htm 
From the Northeast 
Leesburg, Florida 
JESUS IS THE LIGHTHOUSE - 
Follow the Light of Christ to Leesburg this year. Fall Men‘s Retreat It's coming fast! - Oct 10-12, 17-19, 24-26 Call Don Heishmann 877-815-3692 for details. 
From the Florida Conference - 
This from the Florida United Methodist News Service - e-review - 
“.......the three-day Florida Conference retreats, which take place on consecutive weekends beginning Oct. 10, will include a choice of contemporary, blended or traditional worship. The theme “Jesus is the Lighthouse” carries through to each weekend.
“(It’s) realizing that the lighthouse doesn’t move, and it’s always a marker and an anchor and a standard for guiding our lives,” Akers said.
Sixty years of men’s retreats means many lives molded and changed at the Life Enrichment Center in Leesburg, Akers said.
“That small town has been a place where men’s and couple’s lives have been changed because of these retreats — relationships established with Jesus Christ, relationships restored with friends,” Akers said.
Judge Wallace Jopling of Gainesville attended the first retreat in 1948 and still remembers the spiritual impact it had on him. The retreats offered Jopling what he says were “my most inspiring moments with my Lord.”
“It made me determined that my church was going to have an active Methodist Men’s organization and that I was going to enlist men to go to (the retreat) in the future,” Jopling said.

“Jopling, 91, now stays closer to home after many years of service to United Methodist Men.” 
From North Central - We are losing Robert Burleigh, a faithful and dedicated source of a treasure of resources supporting men's ministries. Bob tells us he is excited about the new men's ministry to which he is going. We wish him all the best and thank him for his past support. 
revive 
LIVE at Palm Harbor UMC 
Sept. 13, 7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 
Tickets only $10 
available in the narthex on Sundays or 
by calling 727-785-7487, ext. 204 
This Christian band from Australia has agreed to perform in our sanctuary. They believe that God uses those who are willing to be used and this is so true for them. Their career began to explode in 2004 when their first album, Where I Belong, was released in Australia. After the release of their second album in 2006, Trafalgar Street, they were asked to open for Third Day and in 2007, were asked to come to America and become a part of their company. 
Although they now reside in America (Atlanta, GA), this year they hit the road with Third Day playing to over 40,000 people in over 20 states during February, March and April. People love them! They resume their tour with Third Day in October, so see them here, live, while you can. 
The songs in Trafalgar Street speak of the hope we have in knowing Jesus when tackling hard decisions and the desire to be changed by God. Chorus of the Saints, their latest album, inspires listeners to consider their lives and their God and how important it is to bring them together. 
For more information about Revive or to listen to them play, go to www.reviveband.com or www.phumc.net. 
Peace, 
Cliff Melvin Senior Pastor 
From the Central Area - 
We are losing Jon Russell as our area VP and we wish him the best in the additional ministries he's taken on for himself. We thank him for his talent and effort while he was with us. 
From the West Central Area - 
Ian Lennox of the Anona UMMen is inviting anyone who happens to be in the west Largo area on Friday night Oct 10 to enjoy a spaghetti dinner put on by the Anona's United Methodist Men. Tickets can be procured for a donation of $5.50 for adult and children 6 and older and $2.25 for children under age 6. You can call Roger Smith at 727-391-2950 to reserve your tickets. 
From the South - 
Rogers Community UMC is reconnecting with the United Methodist Men of the Florida Annual Conference. We are applying for a charter and would like to become connected with a brotherhood of believers. As our first outreach activity, on Saturday Sept 20 at 9 am, we are producing a prayer breakfast and men’s Public Health program.

The prayer breakfast will be headlined by our District Superintendent, Rev John Powers, and our keynote speaker for the Public Health portion will be Dr Dwight Fitch, a radiation oncologist. He will discuss the latest information regarding prostate cancer. We will also check blood pressures and pass out information about prevention and early detection of diseases that are becoming more prevalent in our community.

We are asking the UMMen of the Gulf Central District to support us and to welcome us into the brotherhood of believers. A donation of $10 is suggested.

Yours in the Struggle

Rev Bill Bailey, Pastor 
Rogers UMC is located at 1100 15th Street East
Bradenton, 34208

Contact Barbie Burnett <rogersum@verizon.net> for more information and reservations. 
Contact Your District Men's Ministry Leaders - 
The officers of the Gulf Central District for the next year ; as you can see there are openings needing men to take the lead and communicate between the District and the area churches 
President - Chet Klinger , Seminole 727-596-1483 cklinger1@tampabay.rr.com 
Secretary Treasurer - Bill Elliott, Largo 727-586-1159 MethodistMen@msn.com 
Vice Presidents - 
North Area VP (New Port Richey and northward) - Steve Wisenbaker, Brooksville 352-799-8226 wisenbaker1122@aol.com 
North Central Area (Palm Harbor, Oldsmar Tarpon Springs, Holiday) opening for acting VP 
Central Area VP (East Largo and Clearwater) - opening for acting VP 
South Central Area VP (St Petersburg west of US 19 and Gulfport to Pinellas Park) - Lou Amandola - Gulfport 727-374-4524 lamandola@tampabay.rr.com 
East Central Area VP (St Petersburg East of US 19) - Gene Winland, St Pete 727- 526-6592 gmwinland@aol.com 
West Central Area VP (West Largo, Seminole and Beach areas) - Opening for acting VP 
South Area VP (Bradenton and surrounding areas) - Keith Cook 941-727-4295 
If you wish to be added or know someone who should be considered , please call Bill Elliott at 727-586-1159
GET YOUR MEN’S MINISTRY MESSAGE IN THE October 2008 issue of FROM THE FOUR WINDS - E-mail cklinger1@tampabay.rr.com or call 727-596-1483
